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In Ills or her own favour.    A  good deal of this depends on the gentle art of Issuing invitations, an art whose economic aspect is not entirely lost sight of by the bride's mother in England, when she wants an Imposing array of wedding presents to dazzle  and   delight  their  donors.    For surely poor   lords,   smart   millionaires,   and   handsome artists   must   all   feel,   when   their   names   are bracketed together, that It Is as blessed to give as  to receive I    In my ignorance I once remonstrated with an Indian father who was going to borrow Us.500 for his  son's wedding.     " Surely you cannot afford it," I said.    " Oh? yes," was the disconcerting reply, "It's  very good business.    I borrow Rs.500  and lay It out  in  expenses  and gifts.      I receive Us.700 In gifts from wealth and rank;  paying Us. 10  for  a  month's  Interest.      I clear Rs.I90, and marry off my children Into the bargain!"l
But I am digressing. It is necessary to take the child's horoscope. The Hindus are an extremely astrological race. They can do nothing in life without consulting the stars. Perhaps this partly accounts for the want of punctuality noted as a glaring defect in Indian character. There
1 This must not, of course, "be taken to imply that f approve of extravagant expenditure at weddings or Inrtli or death ceremonies The outlay is purely unproductive, and is often indulged iu as a speculation. Moreover, at weddings, the gain of one party is a burdensome loss to the other. Rational social enjoyment is one of the pleasures of life, but when expenditure disturbs financial equilibrium, and cripples an estate or family for generations, no sensible person would call it rational